Knowing Our Adversary (Part I) 




As I have mentioned previously ignorance about Satan abounds, not 
only in the world but even amongst those who are supposed to be his 
enemies, us. Unfortunately this ignorance extends not only to his tactics 
but as to most all of his capabilities as well as his weaknesses. As 
such it would be of great benefit for us all to understand these things. 

There are some who actually wear their ignorance of Satan as if it 
were some sort of badge of pride, who claim that to know our 
adversary is to give him undue glory. This is a lie straight from Hell! 
We are not supposed to like Satan, but to dismiss him as some sort of 
ineffectual boob as some do is very dangerous. I think it is time we gave the Devil his due. 

Satan is not omniscient 

And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. 
2 Corinthians 11:14 (KJV) 

Thine heart was lifted up because of thy beauty, thou hast corrupted thy wisdom by 
reason of thy brightness: I will cast thee to the ground, I will lay thee before kings, that 
they may behold thee. 
Ezekiel 28:17 (KJV) 

Perhaps the word 'brilliant' is the most fitting description for this being as he embodies this word in every sense, 
with both his vast intelligence and his actual physical brightness. While being the most brilliant being ever created 
his knowledge is still limited. And as we see in the above verse from Ezekiel his wisdom has been tainted by his 
pride. 

Son of man, take up a lamentation upon the king of Tyrus, and say unto him, Thus saith 
the Lord GOD; Thou sealest up the sum, full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty. Thou 
hast been in Eden the garden of God; every precious stone was thy covering, the 
sardius, topaz, and the diamond, the beryl, the onyx, and the jasper, the sapphire, the 
emerald, and the carbuncle, and gold: the workmanship of thy tabrets and of thy pipes 
was prepared in thee in the day that thou wast created. Thou art the anointed cherub 
that covereth; and I have set thee so: thou wast upon the holy mountain of God; thou 
hast walked up and down in the midst of the stones of fire. Thou wast perfect in thy 
ways from the day that thou wast created, till iniquity was found in thee. 
Ezekiel 28:12-15 (KJV) © 

There is nothing wrong with noting how marvelous a creation Satan is. God Himself considered Satan perfect in 
his beauty, who are we to argue? But the important thing to realize is that he was created by God for a purpose. 
Is Satan fulfilling the purpose he was created for? Let me ask you this, do you suppose it came as a surprise to 
God when Satan transgressed? Or was it all in His divine plan? 



And lest I should be exalted above measure through the abundance of the revelations, 
there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I 
should be exalted above measure. 
2 Corinthians 12:7 (KJV) © 

Unlike Satan who is a created being our God is omniscient. Our God has all knowledge past, present and future 
at His immediate disposal As such we can make a profound statement; Every work of Satan is in fact known to 
and therefore implicitly sanctioned by God. This is a very weighty concept to grasp, that our greatest foe is 
merely a tool of our almighty savior. 

And he said, I will go out, and be a lying spirit in the mouth of all his prophets. And the 
LORD said, Thou shalt entice him, and thou shalt also prevail: go out, and do even so. 
Now therefore, behold, the LORD hath put a lying spirit in the mouth of these thy 
prophets, and the LORD hath spoken evil against thee. 
2 Chronicles 18:21-22 (KJV) © 

The Lord God directing and encouraging demons to lie? Does a holy God doing this bother you? It certainly 
perplexed me when I first read it, until I understood that our God is, unlike Satan, omniscient. Satan can predict 
the future to a certain extent with accuracy, but only our God knows it. Satan's demons may have thrown in their 
lot with Satan, but they were created first by God and must obey His will Every knee shall bow, whether they 
want to or not. 

And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who 
are the called according to his purpose. 
Romans 8:28 (KJV) © 

As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent. 
Revelation 3:19 (KJV) 

The Christian must come to terms with the fact that Satan and his minions are not some rogue league of spirits 
wreaking havoc in the universe, but are at all times ultimately doing God's will, whether they (or we) realize it or 
not. This includes buffeting His own people. God is not up there lamenting about that damnable Satan and 
wringing His hands over his latest exploits. Our God is a Holy God, but all beings are subject to His will I submit 
to you that if He were not able to direct Satan, his demons or any single one of all His other creations He would 
not be omnipotent. This brings us to the next weakness of Satan. 

If you want a better understanding of God in this area I recommend a thorough study of Romans 9. 1 spent a full 
week on this chapter a while back and was still just scratching the surface. 
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